Lead Products Co.

INCORPORATED

PHONE (713) 224-9546 709 NORTH VELASCO P.0. BOX 1341
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251-1341

October 11, 1988

U.S. EPA Region 6
Sites Notification
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Re: CERCIA Section 103(c) Notification
Dear Sir or Madam:

For the past several years, various lead companies in Houston have been
negotiating with the Texas Water Commission concerning the hazardous
nature of discarded lead batteries. We have recently learned that the
TWC has decided that the lead batteries and lead-contaminated soils are
not considered as a ''by-product'’ under the TWC regulations. We have
been advised that inasmuch as the batteries contain lead, the disposal
of these substances may be regulated under CERCLA. Our lawyers have fur-

{ ther advised us that under Secion 103(c) of CERCLA, our company was to

) have notified the EPA by June 9, 1981, of the location of all facilities
in which hazardous substances were disposed. Inasmuch as we are unable
to locate any company records that indicate that such notification was
given, we are providing the requested notification herein.

By way of background information, the following .is a brief history of the
operations of the company. Lead Products Company, Inc. is a small ccr-
poration which began as a lead smelting business in the 1930's. Lead was
removed from discarded batteries and utilized to make pipes and other
equipment. After the majority of iead was removed from the batteries, they
were used as fill material at our plant site and two other nearby locations.
It is our understanding that all of the lead could not be removed from the ,
batteries and therefore the buried batteries contain some residual lead.

We believe this type of disposal ceased in the mid-1960's.

We have attached for your information three sets of the notification fomm
that was published in the April 15, 1981, Federal Register. We have provided

forms for the following locations:
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(1) Lead Products Company, Inc. facility located at 709 N.
Velasco in Houston. This is our present plant site. We
believe the disposal activities occurred at this location
from approximately 1945 until sometime in the 1950's.

(2Z) Childs Truck Equipment Inc. site located in the 800
block of N. Velasco in Houston. Prior to being located at
the present address, the company rented this site from

its owners. We understand that lead batteries may have been
useddlfg;‘, gﬂl material at this site from approximately 1935
un .

(3) KNUZ Radio Tower site located at 315 North Emnis in
Houston. During the 1950's and 1960's, our company con-
tracted with the owner of the Radio Tower to provide bat-
teries for fill material for the property.

At the present time Lead Products is undertaking an investigation to deter-
mine the extent of contamination at the plant site. We are currently in-
wolved in negotiations with the City of Houston on this matter and will be

i : ¢ tacting the Texas Water Commission to determine the proper remedial action
\ 7 to be performed. We are also attempting to obtain permission from the pres-
ent owners of the Childs site to obtain samples from that location. Lead
Products presently does not have any plans to take any action at the Radio
Tower site.

We trust the information provided herein will be sufficient to meet the noti-
fication requirements under the regulations. If you require any additional
information please do not hesitate to call me at (713) 224-9546.

Very truly yowrs,

LEAD_PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC.

Robert Simonds, President
Hrmwr@
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Lead Products Company operated on-site
for a period of approximately 10 years
from 1935 until 1945. Discarded lead
batteries were used as fill material on
a small area of site.
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